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of Abbas. Actually, the ex-Khedive was the last person
Great Britain was ever likely to restore or even to allow
to return to Egypt, nor did he command any popular
support In Egypt itself. But it suited certain Egyptians
to keep alive King Fund's nervousness of him, while
others found some advantage, political or financial, in
intriguing mildly with the exile. The ex-Khedive himself
both enjoyed intrigue for its own sake, and also exploited
his nuisance value In the hope of a better financial settle-
ment of his claims on the Egyptian State.
The Immediate sequence of events on Allenby's return
to Egypt included: presentation of the Declaration to
the Sultan; the formation of a Ministry by Sarwat Pasha;
the approval of the Declaration by the British House of
Commons on March 14 after a seven hours5 debate which
showed for the most part remarkable ignorance of the
real position in Egypt; the proclamation next day of
Fuad as King of Egypt; and an announcement by the
British Government to all Powers of the termination of
the Protectorate over Egypt. The announcement con-
tained the following passage:
The termination of the British Protectorate over Egypt
involves, however, no change in the status quo as regards
the position of other Powers in Egypt itself. The welfare
and integrity of Egypt are necessary to the peace and safety
of the British Empire, which will therefore always maintain
as an essential British interest the special relations between
itself and Egypt, long recognized by other Governments.
These special relations are defined in the Declaration recog-
nizing Egypt as an independent sovereign state. His
Majesty's Government have laid them down as matters in
which the rights and interests of the British Empire are
vitally involved and will not admit them to be questioned
or discussed by any other Power. In pursuance of this
principle they will regard as an unfriendly act any attempt
at interference in the affairs of Egypt by another Power,
and they will consider any aggression against the territory
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